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Just three days after the assassination of President 
John Kennedy, Deputy Attorney General Nicholas 
Katzenbach sent a letter to the White House stating 
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At that time, while Katzenbach 
insisted that the White House ; 
should condemn Lee Harvey 
:i Oswald as the, lone assassin*: the I 
Warren Commission had not yet i 
been ; appointed and the .’FBI , 
investigation into the crime- had 
barely gotten * ■ • underway, , 
Katzenbach recognized the need 
for , the establishment of some 
apparatus to support his: rush; to; 


v for rebutting thought” 

' that ' there was “a communist 
• '^corlspiracy ,, Or “a right wing 

S conspiracy. •’ Thus before Oswald 
had : been 'dead for < twenty-four 
hours the extremists of the center 
s were moving to cover up the facts. 
j“.Even more illuminating of the 
shadowy role played by 
Katzenbach was the letter that he 
, sent to each mem ber of thcLWarr en 
Commission on December 9, 1963, L 
urging that the Commission 
immediately issue a press release 
stating; that Oswald was- the^lone 
assassin.' Had the ‘Commission 
^'^ted favofabl^hUiat dii^ctive^ 
“ Its inrageof integrity; Wohld. likely j 
have . been > thoroughly v 
• compromised for the Commission 
was noteven to call its first witness 
until two moremonths had passed. 
The Katz enba c h 
y- correspondence, suppressed for 
twelve and one half years,- was 
uncovered, along with other 
: s evidence by the Church 
Committee, and published in the 
Committee's final report last 


- week. This i historic work i . was 
accomplished under the: auspices 
of Sen. Richard Schweiker (R-Pa) 
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and Sen. Gary Hart (D-Colo) 

D,C. is pretty much a chain-of- 
command town with, the pecking 
'order fairiy well established and 
adheredto. Therefore the question 
arises: On whose behalf was a 
... deputy Attorney General sending 
directives to the new President and 
then -to the- members ,of the 
President’s Commission, including 

IL S v?. airman ’ the Chief Justice: of 
the United States? 

At a news conference held in 
conjunction with the release of 'the 
report,. Sen.. Schweiker stated that 
he would like to see that -question 
answered and urgedjhat it could 
be. arranged if Katzenbach was 
ordered to explain his role. while 
under oath in an appearance 
before - a Congressional 
investigating committee. 

t ? n „. re Port j the Senate 
Intelligence Committee concluded 
that u l K had “divulged evidence 
which unpeaches the, process by 
jWhich the intelligence, agencies 
> arrived at their own cbnclukibris> 
about the assassination, and by 
which they provided information to 
the Commission.” The report 
continue^ “This evidence 
indicates that the investigation of 
the assassination was deficient and 
.that facts which might have 
substantially Effected the course of 
the investigation were not provided 
to the Warren Comm ission or those 1 
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DEATH DAY for John F. Kennedy. He appeared to greet a crowd of people who had been unable to get tickets 
to a breakfast sponsored by the Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce, November 22, 1963. To his~right is Lyndon 
Baines Johnson. To Kennedy’s rear is Texas Governor John Connally and (left) is Senator Ralph W. 
Yarborough'.: (Photo by World Wide). 
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individuals within the FBI and the 
CIA, as well as , other agencies of : 
Government, Who were charged 
with investigating . .the 
assassination.” 

The significance of that finding 
should be examined in light of the 
Warren Commission’s early 
decision to secure no independent 
investigators and to rely, instead,' 
for. information upon the FBI, the 
CIA and the other existing police 
agencies. The method chosen by 
the police agencies to prevent the 
Warren Commission from getting 
the facts was simple yet ingenious. 
The report reveals that “Senior 
FBI: officials,” and “Senior CIA 
officials,” i and “Senior 


Governments .were". ' in 

possession of evidence , which 
might have been invaluable, to the 
Comm ission. These senior. officials 
a p poin ted J . m i d d,l e - e cheion 
bureaucrats tp liaison with their 
opposite numbers- at, the Warren 
Commission and. tp share with * the 
Commission representatives ..the 

evidence with which, they were 
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familiar. 

By . the mere expedient of 
denying . thu&; middle^ echelon 
officials access to . the decisive 
m atonal the police agencies had 
constructed an obstacle which was 
effective and invisible. Invisible 
because those charged with the 
responsibUity - of briefing ^the 
Commission were, acting in. good 
faith and gave the appearance that 
they were carrying out . their 
assignments fully. The intelligence 
cover-up was operated on the old 
intelligence ‘m^d . to know basis” 

nn/J ''m i/4r)1o nnViol An 


and the .middle echelon 
representatives in many cases did 
not know how they had been 
utilized until they testified before 
the Senate Committee. 

Schweiker, who played the 
major par tin directing the work of 
the Senate Committee,' recently 
summed up the implications of the 
Senate report. He said that the 
War r e n Commi strait ’ s . 
f conclusions, ’ including the 
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conclusion that Oswald was the ! 
lone assassin, have been rendered 
invalid since the basic evidence 
had . been denied to^ the 
Commission.^ He^added that/ he , 
supported the unanimous 
recommendation of .the Senate 
Committee that the : permanent 
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, resolve these questions.” Among 
j the questions to be resolved, 
Schweiker said, are who' killed 
President Kennedy and why was I 
He killed? 

. Thus, more than a decade after j 
the Warren Report was issued, a 
Senate Committee, comprised • of 
those with ^differing political 
viewpoints (including Senators i 
Tower, Goldwater; Mondale, ‘and 
Baker) rendered it inoperable" and 
called for a . seribus investigation to. 
uncover the ancient cover-up. 

The f American news media, 

; which 1 had. swallowed whole but 
never digested / the ' Warren 
Commission Report when it was 
issued in September, 1964, was less 
unanimous in understanding and 
reporting the implications of the 
report which disposed of it. The 



conference 
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at : 


.Hart had been detained on.anotl 

matter.' . r| 

In fact, while members of the 
Citizens Commission of Inquiry 
had been ^siting Schweiker ’§ 

| office earlier in the day, CBS called | 
to inform Schweiker that Hart was 
~ 4 ~ the 'press ; 



was 

; z k the 

’ member. He had informed the 
media the night before that the 
report which was : about to be 
released “contained nothing of 
interest” and that the Senate 
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Committee announced that it had The report, continued. “Instead 
unanimously recommended a new the cp^.^iUeewex^*^ 
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f the center were moving to cover up the facts 

into question the/act that. Oswald Warren Commission.”;,, \ 

\yas the lone 9Massin. .Thus the A&Hart emerged as.the., Nicholas 

impact :J>( the historic Katzenbach ?of 1976, some 
detern^nation, by the, Senate concerned wit u 4U - — -* 

Committee was blunted as the New government <w 
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that Oswald . remained in his 
solitary guilt.' When the full-report 
was .released^to the media last 
.week Senator FJanjfc Church, and 
c v were present. Hart’s 


absence^was noted; by a reporter 
who inquired about ’rt at the news . 


7 Those in the media, still clinging 
to the old, discredited and now j 
officially discarded official truth, 
began tar perceive the -Senate 
. Report as a threat. Schweiker as 
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an object of derision, and Sen. 
Daniel , Inoye (D-Hawaii) the 
chairman of the Permanent 
Committee as a target. CBS 
correspondent, Fred Graham, in 
reporting upon .the report, 
wondered aloud if at long last, with 
this report, we could now put the 


to new frenzy” < b; 
er's. discovery' Ani 
televised networl 
?ed that the.repor 


: drlf«caliy ^ltere^ow lives' 
YeUhis is not 1964 and a fu 

possible. One hundred and 
seven members of the Hou 
Representatives have subir 
resolutions i : calling for 


have fairly repri 
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’ published about * thi 


has universally failed ti 
report accurately on tha 
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government 

Kennedy's 

retaliation 


time advocate of the loin 
theory, chose, the occasi 
ipublicatjon of the Senate 


Fidel.fastro killed John Ki 

|mf° eS seem bl ;U " f ® rtunal 

to a microphone, ohcamera 
information whir ik *° -* la 


me' with - contract 
2IA in New Orleans, 
i military advisor to 
anti-Castro front, 
the Free Cuba, 
'hile he gave out 
the Fair Play, for 
tee and- that Jack 
d run in the Dallas 
mt ,was . an FBI ' 
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of lha Warren Commtolon re- 
port. I» currently »h* director of 
the Citizens Commission of In- 
quiry (Cll) # and has authored slic 
books and two movies. : 
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